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already leading figures in Indian politic?; in 1917, the government
had offered to release them if they signed an undertaking that they
would do nothing helpful to the Km^-Emperor's enemies, but had not
released them when they were ready to sign it with the qualification:
"without prejudice to our allegiance to Islam ". The Khilafat Com-
mittee, under Muhammad Ali's leadership, became a powerful, repre-
sentative and decidedly aggressive body. Muslim theologians lent
their weight to the anti-British movement, and there was great excite,
ment when in January, 1920, the Khilafat manifesto was issued, and
soon afterwards Muhammad Ali went to England with a deputation to
impress on Britain the danger of estranging Muslims by indifference
and even hostility to Muslim interests and ideals.

The Khilafat Committee was not functioning in an exclusively
Muslim context. Hindu patriots shared the agonies of their Muslim
brethren, and Gandhiji came more and more to be recognised as the
leader of Muslims as much as of Hindus. He saw, in his own words,
"an opportunity of uniting Hindus and Mohammadans as would not
arise in a hundred years'1, and early in 1920, he issued a manifesto
announcing the justice of Muslim claims and asking Hindus to realise
that the Khilafat question overshadowed the reforms and everything
else. The same year, Abul Kalam Azad was released from intern-
ment and at once vigorously devoted himself and his remarkable
talents to the Khilafat and nationalist cause. Four months before
the Congress did so, the All India Khilafat Committee in May 1920,
adopted Gandhiji's non-co-operation programme in the formulation of
which Maulana Azad was perhaps no less responsible than Gandhiji
himself. In June, a conference of Muslim and Hindu leaders met at
Allahabad and jointly approved the programme. In August, the treaty
of Sevres completed the humiliation foreshadowed at Versailles.
Next month, a historic special session of the Congress met at Cal-
cutta when a resolution was carried, not without opposition, proclaim-
ing the policy of " progressive non-violent non-co-operation, inaugu-
rated by Mahatma Gandhi, until the said wrongs (Khilafat and the
Punjab) are righted and Swaraj established". Nationalism and
Khilafatism were "now organically related, as the avowed twin
objects of the entire country". In October 1920, Mohammad Ali
returned from England to report the failure of his mission and urged
Muslims to join hands with Hindus in freeing India, for without that
no Khilafat freedom was possible,"11
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